M E M O R A N D U M

October 7, 2024
TO:

GOTA Board

FROM:
Tom Bauer

SUBJECT:
Third Quarter Report

This is my third quarter report for 2024.  It concentrates briefly on the activities around GOTA’s priorities for 2024-2025, two of which were left “hanging” at the end of the 2024 General Assembly 
Reimbursement of OTA Services by Medicaid

As a reminder, until the last day of the 2024 session we were successful in securing support for reimbursement of OTA and PTA services provided under the Medicaid Children’s Intervention Services program. We will need to address this issue in the budget process once again, though hopefully not “from scratch.”
I have again asked Senator Sally Harrell, who has a strong legislative and budget interest in persons with disabilities, including the waiver programs, to engage with the Department of Community Health.  I have drafted a letter for her to send the new Medicaid director Stuart Portman, requesting a meeting to explain the OTA reimbursement issue.  I had hoped that letter would be sent by now, but I think the election season has slowed things down a bit.

I also intend for her and me to “tag team” in asking for Rep. Butch Parrish for his support; he is the current Rules chair and a Medicaid expert, since he chaired the health appropriations subcommittee for many years.  He also has a strong interest in the workforce shortage issue, having advocated for the new program in which Amy Shaffer is now working.
Additionally, former GOTA president Stephanie has initiated an effort through one of the vice chancellors of the Regents to assist as well.
Medicaid Reimbursement for Children’s Intervention Services (CIS) Issues

As reported last quarter, in general although there was a lot of interest from legislators in increasing reimbursement rates for therapy services to children under the Medicaid Children’s Intervention Services (CIS) program, on the final day the budget conference committee cut this item from a total of $41.5 million) to a disappointing amount of about $14.3 million. 

Whenever there is a change in the level of Medicaid reimbursement rates, the Department of Community Health (DCH) Board must approve the change before the Department can submit an amendment of the state Medicaid plan to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for approval.  That process is in the works.  Once approved the rate increase will be retroactive to July 1, the start of the state fiscal year,

Of course the rate increase this past session and the increase was less than we had expected.  Nevertheless, the $14.3 million, contained in the FY ’25 budget, though disappointing, is a decent amount of money, and it may be difficult to secure a significant increase in 2025.  
Dry Needling

I understand that the Georgia Board of OT, as well as GOTA and the relevant special interest group will still be interested in adding dry needling to the scope of practice of an OT. Our 2024  sponsor has expressed a willingness to pursue a bill again. 
However, there is a new wrinkle: the acupuncturists have hired two lobbyists for the 2025 General Assembly.  This will, of course, make the effort more challenging.  On the other hand, the leadership of some veteran lobbyists may make for a more professional opposing effort. However, we may have to make further concessions from the version which almost passed this year. 
Other Issues
I have contacted the Emily, Stephannie, and Tonya Curles, president to OTPAG that I do not think the PAC actually has an official treasurer.  If so, I have proposed a brief OTPAG meeting during the legislative session at the conference to address this issue.
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